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luxury of which were much exaggerated by rumour;
dwelling in a climate which was associated with all the
glories of tropic scenery and vegetation, and also, in the
minds of his countrymen at all events, with a tremen-
dous cataclysm of the elements, from which the British
navy had emerged with triumph. It was little wonder
that, as Mr. Gosse wrote to him, "Since Byron was in
Greece, nothing has appealed to the ordinary literary
man so much as that you should be living in the South
Seas."

It is clear that a mode of life so unusual for a man of
letters not only absolves his biographer from the duty
of withholding as far as possible the details of every-day
existence, but even lays upon him the necessity of ex-
plaining various trivial matters, which, if they belonged
to the life of cities or of states, it would be his first
anxiety to suppress. It well may be that no author of
eminence will ever again take up his abode in Samoa or
even in the South Seas, but the problem of keeping in
touch at the same time with man, with nature, and
with the world of letters, is as far from its solution as
from losing its general interest. And the most stolid
of glances cannot fail to be arrested for a moment by
the sight of a figure as chivalrous and romantic as
Stevenson, living in a world so striking, so appropriate,
and so picturesque.

To trace in detail the growth of the house or the de-
velopment of the estate would be no less tedious than
to follow closely the course of political intrigues or the
appointment and departure of successive officials. I
shall therefore abandon the temporal order, and briefly
describe, in the first instance, the material environment
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